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History of the Memorial Service 

 

For many years, a tradition of Parliament has been to 
publicly acknowledge the death of a former Parliamentarian 
with a few words from the Speaker and on occasions from 
all Parties. 

 

In order to make recognition more appropriate and relevant, 
the Association of the Former Members of the Parliament of 
New Zealand is conducting its fifth Memorial Service, to 
recognize all Parliamentarians who have died since the 
beginning of 2018.  

 

Members of the families of former Parliamentarians have 
been invited to attend this service. 
 
 
 
 
 
19 August 2022 
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THE ASSOCIATION OF THE FORMER MEMBERS OF THE PARLIAMENT 
OF NEW ZEALAND 
 
 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 
 
 
Debating Chamber – Parliament of New Zealand 
 
 
Friday 19 August 2022, 11.00am 
 
 
 
Karakia/Mihi 
 
Kaiwhakarite, Kura Moeahu.  
 
 
Welcome 
 
The President, Association of Former Members of the Parliament of New Zealand – Hon Peter Dunne.  
 
 
A Prayer  
 
Officiant, Former Deputy Speaker and Member of the Association – Rev John Terris. 
 
  
Creator of all 

You have truly blessed us 

In this land of Aotearoa New Zealand. 

You have given us a country 

Rich in cultural diversity 

Rich in natural resources 

Rich in beauty. 

You have also blessed us with Freedom and Peace. 

The Freedom to choose 

The Peace to nurture  

The best that is in us. 
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Keep us ever mindful 

Of our obligation to those less able 

And those who lack the necessities of life. 

And finally 
Thank you for this place where we gather 

And for the lives of all those who have served here. 

TOGETHER: May they live forever in the light of your constant love” 

Amen. 

 
 
The Vocal FX Chorus Sings 
 
 “MLK” 
 
 
Messages 
 
From the Prime Minister of New Zealand – Rt Hon Jacinda Ardern 
 
Read by Graham Kelly, Past President of the Association. 
 
On behalf of the Labour Party, I would like to extend my warmest wishes to everyone gathered here 
this morning.  
 
Today, we remember those who are no longer with us. We also acknowledge the huge contribution 
they made through public service to New Zealand and to the lives of New Zealanders.  
 
People come to this place to shape the future of our country for the better, however their successes 
and sacrifices are rarely theirs alone – they are shared by family and friends.  
 
So I would like to thank all of you for your support and acknowledge the contribution that you have 
made to New Zealand also.  
 
The legacies these members have left are significant, and I’m pleased that we have the opportunity to 
celebrate them together here today. 
 
 
From the Leader of the Opposition – Christopher Luxon 
 
Read by Belinda Vernon, Executive Committee Member and Member of the Association. 
 
I am sorry I cannot be with you today at the fifth memorial service for former Members of Parliament. 
 
The parliamentarians we remember today went into politics for different reasons, to pursue different 
causes, and to achieve different goals.  
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But ultimately, I have no doubt they were all united by the abiding purpose that all MPs share: to 
improve the lives of New Zealanders, and make New Zealand a better place. 
 
The beliefs and convictions that they held drove them to set aside their lives and careers outside 
Parliament. 
 
That was no small sacrifice. 
 
As their families and friends, you know how much they had to give up to follow this path.  
 
They had to spend long hours at work away from their loved ones. They devoted themselves to the 
service of their constituents. 
 
And despite all the compromises and trade-offs that politics demands, they had to stay true to the 
principles that they believed in. 
 
So on behalf of the National Party and my parliamentary colleagues, I would like to express our deep 
gratitude for the service these MPs gave to our country, and remember them for their contributions 
and commitment. 
 
This memorial service is also an opportunity to thank you, their friends and family members, for the 
love and support that you provided them with during their time here. 
 
I know that you miss them a lot and my thoughts are very much with you today. 
 
 
A Reading 
 
Read by Hon Harry Duynhoven, Senior Vice President of the Association. 
 
We come to give thanks to our former colleagues to reflect on their service to this House and to New 
Zealand. 

Each served in their own distinct and personal way. 

That was to be expected. 

They each had their own background and history, thus making them unique. 

It is what makes our Parliament unique …. and stronger too through its MPs’ diversity. 

Nineteen of those we honour today were born before or during the Second World War. 

That event dominated our parents’ lives. 

They would have grown up hearing about the reforming policies of the Liberals, Balance and Seddon. 

Policies such as granting women the vote. 

They would have heard of the great Sir Apirana Ngata and his work to advance the needs and interests 
of his people. 
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The reforms ushered in by Michael Joseph Savage would have been the table talk of their parents. 

The lives of our former colleagues link to a turbulent past through the lives they lived, and the lives of 
those they represented as Members. 

The former colleagues we remember today made their contribution from a different time. 

They lived at a time many New Zealanders called Britain ‘home’, into a time where now, we have a 
proudly independent voice in world affairs. 

They were brought up in a time when Te Reo was frowned upon, to one where it is now one of New 
Zealand’s official languages used in this House. 

Our late colleagues lived in interesting times, played their part, and then passed the baton to others to 
continue the search for a better world. 

We salute them. 

 

The Vocal FX Chorus sings      
 

“Ebb Tide”      

 

A Reading  
 
 Read by Ross Robertson, Executive Committee Member 
 
This is a reading from a poem written by Johannes Anderson and published in the Lyttelton Times on 
the death of Premier Richard John Seddon in 1906. 
 
Peace, Statesman, peace. 
Do we with blinded eyes, 
And hearts too fond, exalt thee o’er thy peers? 
A voice, no echo of our own, replies 
(And each sad heart rejoices as it hears): 
“Of him who now forever silent lies 
We know the worth; a life yet promised filled 
Has passed away; a mighty heart is stilled.” 
With our tears flow their tears; 
Peace, Statesman, peace. 
 
 
 
A Meditative Moment 
 
The Speaker – Rt Hon Trevor Mallard  
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Acknowledgment  
 
Ross Robertson, Executive Committee Member of the Association 
 
As long as there is a New Zealand Parliament, as long as there are New Zealand Parliamentarians, as 
long as there are New Zealanders  who love this country as much as we do, then our fellow citizens will 
be able to ask these questions of the Members of Parliament  who serve us now: 
 
Are you willing to serve New Zealand?  Are you willing to serve her people? 
 
When their time is over in Parliament, and when they sit, as we do, as former Parliamentarians, they 
are also entitled to ask the question: Did you serve us well? 
 
If the answers to the first two questions are, "Yes, we are willing to serve New Zealand and her 
people," and if the answer that we could give as former Parliamentarians, and as our colleagues who 
have passed away, would be able to answer, "Yes, I did my best," then we can say with significant 
satisfaction, that as we passed through this time, our time in Parliament, as we passed through these 
precincts, that all of this was worthwhile. 
 
We thank the families of those Parliamentarians who have passed away since the commencement of 
the term of the last Parliament until now. We thank you for sharing your loved ones with us. 
  
They shared with us their talent, their time, and yes, their love for this country. You can be justifiably 
proud of the people we honour today. They did a commendable job for New Zealand, for Parliament, 
and for us, as New Zealanders.  
 
 
 
Song of Remembrance 
 
Performed by the Vocal FX Chorus 
 
“Pokarekare Ana” 
 
 
 Roll Call of Honour 
 
Read by Hon Peter Dunne, Ross Robertson, Belinda Vernon and Graham Kelly 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, colleagues, would the family representatives of the deceased members being 
remembered today, please rise as the name of each deceased member is read. 
 
We will now read the names of those honourable colleagues who have died since the last Memorial 
Service held in May 2018, the years they were members of Parliament, and a summary of their service 
to Parliament and our country. 
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Hon James Patrick (Jim) Anderton – Companion of the New Zealand Order of Merit 
(1938 – 2018) 
Labour / New Labour/Alliance MP for Sydenham, 1984 – 1996 
Alliance/Progressive Party MP for Wigram, 1996 – 2011. 
Deputy Prime Minister 1999-2002 
Minister Responsible for the Public Trust Office, Audit Department, Economic Development, Industry  
and Regional Development, Forestry, Agriculture, Biosecurity, Fisheries and Acting Minister of 
Consumer Affairs and Customs, 1999 – 2008 
Leader, New Labour Party, 1989 – 1991 
Leader, Alliance Party, 1991 – 1994 and 1995 – 2002 
Leader, Progressive Coalition, 2002 – 2004 
Leader, Progressive Party, 2004 – 2011 
After he left Parliament and following the 2011 earthquake, he worked with others to save the Christ 
Church Cathedral. He also co-chaired the Great Christchurch Building Trust. 

Hon Katherine Victoria O’Regan – Companion of the Queen's Service Order  
(1946 – 2018) 
National MP for Waipa, 1984 – 1996, List MP 1996-1999 
Minister of Consumer Affairs and Youth Affairs, 1990-96 
Chairperson of the Internal Affairs and Local Government Select Committee, 1996 – 99 
She was committed to equal rights for all throughout her political career and post parliamentary years. 
 
She was involved in many community organisations and was chair of the Te Awamutu Community 
Public Relations Organisation and was involved in the establishment of the Te Awamutu Community 
Health Transport Trust. She was chair of the Human Ethics in Research Committee for eight years at 
Wintec.  

Anthony (Tony) Gordon Steel 
(1941-2018) 
National MP for Hamilton East, 1990 – 1993, 1996 – 2002 
Chairperson of the Education and Science Select Committee and the Education Caucus Committee, 
1996-99 
Always a talented sportsman, Tony was an All Black in the 1960s then trained as a teacher and 
eventually became Principal of Hamilton Boys High School in 1980. After Parliament and retirement, 
Tony worked as a driver for a tour operator. 

John Baldwin (JB) Munro – Companion of the Queen’s Service Order 
(1936 – 2018) 
Labour MP for Invercargill, 1972 – 1975 
He was appointed IHC National Secretary in 1977, retiring as Chief Executive in 1998.  He set up the 
Fundraising Institute of New Zealand and was Vice-Chairman of the 1981 Telethon fundraiser for the 
International Year of Disabled Persons, which raised more than $6 million. 

Hon Dr Koro Tainui Wetere, of Tainui – Commander of the British Empire 
(1935 – 2018) 
Labour MP for Western Māori, 1969 – 1996 
Minister of Māori Affairs, Minister of Lands, Forestry, Valuation Department and Minister in charge of 
the Iwi Transition Agency, 1984 – 1990 
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He was instrumental in the 1980s Māori fisheries settlement, progressing Māori land development, 
supporting the kohanga reo movement and as a leader in Treaty settlements, he oversaw the Waitangi 
Tribunal's powers extended to investigate claims dating back to 1840. 

Gordon Frank Copeland 
(1943 – 2018) 
United Future Party List MP, 2002 – 2007 
Independent MP 2007 – 2008 
Deputy-Chairperson, Finance and Expenditure Committee, 2002 – 2005 and Commerce Committee, 
2005 – 2008   
Gordon had a background in financial management which included a role as financial administrator for 
the Catholic Archdiocese in Wellington. He was committed to family values and his faith. After 
Parliament, he was elected Kiwi Party president in 2009 but did not return to Parliament 

John Gordon Armstrong – Queen’s Service Order  
(1943 – 2018) 
National MP for New Plymouth, 1990 – 1993 
Member of the Foreign Affairs & Defence and Planning & Development Committees 
John was involved in various businesses before and after Parliament. He had been a New Plymouth city 
councillor, chair of the Taranaki Investment Management Ltd, and a member of a number of other 
trusts and boards. 

Hon William Robson (Rob) Storey – Queen’s Service Order 
(1936 – 2019) 
National Party MP for Waikato, 1984 – 1996 
Minister of Transport, Statistics, Lands and the Environment, 1990-1993 
He farmed before entering Parliament and had been president of Federated Farmers. After he left 
Parliament, he returned to the farm and was active in community organisations and the Methodist 
Church. 

Rewiti Pomare King (Pita) Paraone – Ngāti Hine – Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit 
(1945 – 2019) 
New Zealand First List MP, 2002 – 2008 and 2014 – 2017 
Member of the Health Committee, 2002 – 2004 and Māori Affairs Committee, 2005 – 2008 and 2014 – 
2017  
For many years he was the programme organiser for Waitangi Day and was a long-serving member and 
chair of the Waitangi National Trust. He held senior positions at the Māori Trustee and the Māori 
Language Commission. After Parliament he was appointed chair of the Local Government Commission. 
 
Rt Hon Michael Kenneth Moore – Order of New Zealand, Order of Australia, Member of the Privy 
Council 
(1949 – 2020) 
Labour Party MP for Eden, 1972 – 1975, for Papanui, Christchurch North, and Waimakariri 1978 – 1999 
Prime Minister, September 1990 – November 1990,  
Leader of the Labour Party 1990 – 1993 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, 1990, Overseas Trade, 1984 – 1990, Tourism, Sport and Recreation, 1984 – 
1987 
He was appointed Director General of the Word Trade Organisation in 1999 and then was New 
Zealand’s Ambassador to the United States from 2010 to 2015. 
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Jeanette Mary Fitzsimons – Companion of the New Zealand Order of Merit  
(1945 – 2020) 
Alliance Party List MP, 1996 – 1999, Green Party MP for the Coromandel 1999 – 2002 and Green Party 
List MP 2002 – 2010 
Co-leader, Green Party 1995 – 2009  
Deputy leader, Alliance, 1992 – 1999 
Chairperson, Local Government and Environment Committee, 1999 – 2005 
After Parliament, Jeanette continued her active involvement in environmental issues and was 
particularly concerned with the impacts of climate change.  
She was a patron of the Soil & Health Association, and on the Advisory Board of the University of 
Otago Centre for Sustainability. 

Dr the Hon Ian John Shearer 
(1941 – 2021) 
National Party MP for Hamilton East, 1975 – 1984 
Minister for the Environment, Science and Technology and Broadcasting, 1981 – 1984 
After leaving Parliament, Ian became Dean of Science and Engineering at the Auckland University of 
Technology and then took on managerial roles for the Waitangi Tribunal from 1994 to 2005. He served 
on the Capital and Coast District Health Board and was a Whakatane district councillor from 2007 to 
2010. 

John Murray Rose – Queen’s Service Medal 
(1939 – 2021) 
National Party member for Otago Central, 1969 – 1972 
Member of the Labour and Mining, Lands and Agriculture Committees, the Petitions Committee, the 
Committee to consider the Manapouri Petition, the Racing Bill and the Social Services Committee, 1970 
– 1972 
After Parliament, Murray went back to farming at Waitahuna in the Otago region but continued his 
involvement in politics and community activities such as Federated Farmers, the Lions Club, the 
Presbyterian Church as well as writing his memoirs. 

Sir Michael John Cullen – Knight Companion New Zealand Order of Merit 
(1945 – 2021) 
Labour Party MP for St Kilda, 1981 – 1996, Dunedin South, 1996 – 1999, List MP 1999 – 2009 
Deputy Prime Minister, 2002 – 2008 
Leader of the House, 1999 – 2008 
Minister of Social Welfare, Minister in Charge of War Pensions, 1987 – 1990, Treasurer, Minister of 
Revenue, Finance, Tertiary Education, Attorney General and Minister in charge of Treaty of Waitangi 
Negotiations, 1999 – 2008 
Following his retirement, Sir Michael was involved in Treaty of Waitangi settlement negotiations for Te 
Kotahitanga o Ngāti Tūwharetoa and Ngāi Tūhoe, chaired New Zealand Post, the Earthquake 
Commission, the Bay of Plenty and Lakes District Health Boards, and the Tax Working Group. 

Hon Taito Phillip Hans Field 
(1952 – 2021) 
Labour Party MP for Otara, 1993 – 1996, for Mangere, 1996 – 2007, Independent, 2007 – 2008 
Minister of State, 2003 – 2005 
Associate Minister of Justice, Pacific Island Affairs and Social Development, 2003 – 2005  



11 
 
 

Jennifer Norah (Jenny) Kirk – Member New Zealand Order of Merit  
(1945 – 2021) 
Labour Party MP for Birkenhead, 1987 – 1990 
Chairperson of Labour's caucus health committee  
After Parliament, Jenny was appointed Chief Executive of the National Foundation for the Deaf from 
1990 to 1994. In 1995, she was elected as a member of the North Shore City Council for Birkenhead 
and served on the Council until 2001. 

Hon Murray (John) Finlay Luxton – Companion New Zealand Order of Merit, Queen’s Service Order 
(1946 – 2021) 
National Party MP for Matamata, 1987 – 1996, Karapiro, 1996 – 1999), and National List MP 1999 – 
2002 
Ministerial roles held from 1990 to 1999 included Energy, Housing, Māori Affairs, Police, Commerce, 
Industry, Fisheries Lands, Customs, and Agriculture. 
After Parliament, John pursued his business interests and took up a number of directorships in the 
agribusiness sector. He served as chair of DairyNZ from 2008 to 2015. He was appointed a Co-Chair of 
the Waikato River Authority, and was a member of the New Zealand Constitutional Advisory Panel. He 
also sat on the boards of the Royal New Zealand Ballet Company and Landcare Research. He was chair 
of the Asia NZ Foundation. 

Hon Peter Neilson 
(1954 – 2022) 
Labour Party MP for Miramar, 1981 – 1990 
Minister of Revenue, Customs, Works and Development, 1989 – 90 
Peter went on to be a business consultant and became chief executive for the Sustainable Business 
Network and then the New Zealand Financial Services Council. He was chairperson of the Simplicity 
Charitable Trust and chair for the National Foundation for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing. 

Hon Sir Robert McDowall (Robin) Gray 
(1931 – 2022) 
National Party MP for Clutha, 1976 – 1996 
Speaker of the House, 1990 – 1993, Minister of State, and Associate Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade, 1993- 1996 
After Parliament, Sir Robin was active in many local organisations in the Taieri and Dunedin region, the 
Mercy Hospital Board, Strath Taieri Primary Health Organisation, Taieri Family Mental Health Service 
Committee, Mosgiel Elderly Care, the Dunedin City Council holdings company and the Otago Hospice. 

Ian James Brooks         
(1928 – 2022) 
Labour Party MP for Marlborough, 1970 – 1975 
Member of the Committee looking into the Marlborough Agricultural and Pastoral Association Bill, and 
the Education and Lands and Agriculture Committees 
Ian returned to his farm in Blenheim after leaving Parliament. He was a committed member of 
Blenheim’s Salvation Army church, and at the time of his passing he was the longest serving member of 
the Church. 

Hon Richard Westwood Worth – Order of the British Empire, Volunteer Reserve Decoration, Knight 
to the Venerable Order of St John 
(1948 – 2022) 
National Party MP for Epsom, 1999 – 2005, National Party List MP, 2005 – 2009 
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Minister for Internal Affairs, Land Information, the National Library, and Archives New Zealand, 2008 – 
2009. 
Richard was reappointed honorary consul to Monaco after leaving Parliament. 

Dr Joseph (Joe) Parata Hōhepa Hawke, Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei, Ngāti Maru, Tainui Uenuku – Member 
New Zealand Order of Merit 
 (1940 – 2022) 
Labour List MP, 1996 – 2002 
Member of the Māori Affairs Committee and Local Government and Environment Committee, 1996 – 
2002 
From radical activist for Māori rights, to politician, businessman and highly respected kaumātua of 
Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei. His message to the politicians was always “give our land back”. 

Hon Stanley (Stan) Joseph Rodger – Companion of the Order of St Michael and St George 
(1940 – 2022) 
Labour Party MP for Dunedin North, 1978 – 1990 
Minister of State Services, Labour and State-Owned Enterprises 1984 – 1990 
After Parliament, he held various positions including director of the Southern Regional Health 
Authority, being a member of the board to review RHAs, and chair of the Ministerial review team 
looking into the Education Review Office. He was then appointed deputy chairman of Transpower New 
Zealand and in 2006, was appointed to the Electricity Commission. 

Richard Ivor Prosser  
(1967 – 2022) 
New Zealand First List MP, 2011 – 2017 
Member of the Law and Order, Primary Production and Social Services select committees 

William (Rex) Austin - Ngāi Tāhu, Waitaha, and Kāti Māmoe – Member of the Most Excellent Order 
of the British Empire 
(1931 – 2022) 
National Party MP for Awarua, 1975 – 1987 
Under-Secretary for Agriculture and Fisheries, 1981 – 1984, chaired the Māori Affairs Committee 
Rex was the second Māori to be elected to a general electorate. He did not believe that there should 
be separate Māori seats  and abolishing them was ‘the only road to equality’. After Parliament, he 
continued his work for community organisations and wrote on the early history of European and Māori 
relationships in the south. 

John Gordon Elliott – Queen’s Service Medal       
(1938 – 2022) 
National Party MP for Whangārei, 1975 – 1981 
Chaired the Education Committee from 1976 and the Violent Offending Committee, from 1979. 
Before Parliament, John was a teacher and so his intentions were to bring changes to education policy. 
He started the Ponsonby News in 1989 and was a regular contributor to the publication. 

Hon Bruce Windsor Cliffe 
(1946 – 2022) 
National Party MP for North Shore, 1990 – 95 
United NZ, 1995 – 1996  
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Minister for Accident Rehabilitation and Compensation Insurance, Radio New Zealand Limited and  
Television New Zealand Limited,  1993 – 1995 
He came from a corporate background having worked in industry overseas for a number of years 
before entering Parliament. After he left he took up several of directorships of companies he had 
interests in. 
 
 
Minute of Silence 
 
Officiant, Former Deputy Speaker and Member of the Association- Rev John Terris  
 
May I now invite everyone to stand for a moment of silence in memory of our former colleagues and 
ask you to remain standing for the presentation of the wreath by the President. 
 
(Please stand) 
 
 
Presentation of Wreath 
 
(Please remain standing) 
 
The President will present the wreath. 
 
 
 
The Vocal FX Chorus Sings   
  
(Please be seated) 
 
 “Tai Aroha” 
 
Blessing 
 
Officiant- Rev John Terris 
 
Gathered in our varied faiths, 
We give thanks to you O God of Many Nations,  
As we come together to share our sense of personal loss, 
And to ease our common burden of care. 
We thank you for this gathering here today 
And for the occasion which it allows 
To reach out to one another across barriers that divide, 
Towards a glimpse of the Eternal. 
We thank you for the blessings of this earth  
And we thank you for our common dream: 
For Homes and schools where children thrive, 
Neighbourhoods that are safe and clean, 
Towns and Cities where diverse peoples are welcomed and celebrated,  
And an economy where no one is expendable, 
We pray for a loved and loving community  
where rich and poor alike have access to the 
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opportunity for a dignified and productive life, 
Churches, mosques, synagogues and temples  
Where our deepest hope is to be of service to a hurting world. 
Enable us, as we leave this place 
To carry forth these prayers into the coming week, 
Turning our thoughts toward those in need, 
Our hearts toward justice, 
And our hands toward the work of peace. 
Grant us these things as we say together 
 
ALL: Salaam…Shalom…Peace 
 
Concluding comments 
 
The President of the Association – Hon Peter Dunne 
 
I want to thank all of you for joining in this tribute to lives of service and to the contribution made by 
those we honour, to Parliament, to New Zealand and the lives of New Zealanders present and future. 
 
I want to thank the Speaker, the Officiant, the Reverent John Terris, Kura Moeahu and the 
Parliamentary staff for their valuable assistance.  
 
Before we conclude I would also like to extend my sincere thanks to the Vocal FX Chorus for 
participating in this Service today. 
  
Will you all now rise and join in the singing of the National Anthem and remain standing until the 
official party leaves the Chamber. 
 
The New Zealand National Anthem 
 
The Vocal FX Chorus and guests 
 
God Defend New Zealand 
E Ihowa Atua  
O nga iwi  matou ra 
Ata whakarangona; 
Me aroha noa 
Kia hua ko te Pai; 
Kia tau to atawhai 
Manaakitia mai 
Aotearoa. 
    
God of Nations at Thy feet, 
In the bonds of love we meet, 
Hear our voices, we entreat, 
God defend our free land. 
Guard Pacific’s triple star 
From the shafts of strife and war, 
Make her praises heard afar, 
God defend New Zealand. 


