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The Informer September 2018 

Recognition of Public Lives at Memorial Service 

The Fourth Association Memorial Service for Former Members, who died during the 

past three years, was held at Parliament’s Debating Chamber on 30 May 2018. 

This was a commemoration and celebration of their public lives and public 

service and their contribution to Parliament and their electorates. 

80 family members and family friends of the Former Members, who were being 

recognised, attended the Service, together with Association members. They 

came from the far north and the deep south of the country and many places in 

between. 

The Assistant Speaker Poto Williams welcomed the families and paid tribute to 

the work of Former Members. She acknowledged the dedication, work and 

sacrifices made by the families who supported the work of these Parliamentarians 

during their time in Parliament. 

Messages were received and read from:- 

The Prime Minister (Rt Hon Jacinda Ardern) sent condolences to the 

families and reminded them that each Parliamentarian made an important 

contribution, both to Parliament and their local communities. 

She acknowledges the important role played by the families and friends. 

The Leader of the Opposition (Hon Simon Bridges) said he expressed 

deep gratitude for the great service these MP’s gave to our country. 

He thanked the families for the love and support they provided to them during 

their time in Parliament.  

(Continued on page 2) 

The Assistant Speaker Poto Williams with (from left) President Mark Peck, 

the Officiant and former Deputy Speaker John Terris and Parliament's Kura 

Moeahu who performed the karakia. 

The Association wreath laid 

at the Memorial Service in 

Parliament’s Debating 

Chamber. 
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First Held 

The Memorial Service was first held in 2009 in order to recognise the work of these Former Parliamentarians. This 

is now an important event in the Parliamentary calendar.  

Until these Services commenced, the tradition of Parliament was simply to acknowledge the deaths of Former 

Members with an announcement by the Speaker of their passing at the commencement of the day’s proceedings, 

with a minute’s silence. This continues to this day.  

We believe the Memorial Service is a far more appropriate way to recognise their contributions to Parliament. It 

also gives the opportunity to acknowledge and thank the families who worked so hard to support their MP. 

Those who were recognised were:- 

 George Frederick Gair   Bruce Craig Gregory 

 Robert James Tizard   Ian Terence Quigley 

 Edward Gale Latter   Reginald George Boorman 

 John Gerald O’Brien   Gail McIntosh 

 Noel Scott    Katherine Victoria O’Regan 

 Haddon Vivian Donald   Anthony Gordon Steel. 

The family of the late Jim Anderton asked that his recognition be delayed until the next Memorial Service. 

Members of the Association who actively participated in the Memorial Service by undertaking readings were:- 

Mark Peck, John Terris, Hon Harry Duynhoven, Hon Sir Doug Kidd, Hon Max Bradford, Graham Kelly, Hamish 

Hancock, Ross Robertson, Graeme Reeves and Ann Batten.  

(Continued on page 3) 

Hon Max Bradford giving thanks to our Former Colleagues. 

Seated around him are the families of the Hon Noel Scott, 

and Former Members participating in the Memorial Service. 

Association President, Mark Peck and the Assistant Speaker, 

Poto Williams, laying the Association wreath in the Debating 

Chamber during the Memorial Service for Former Members 

who died in the previous three years. 

At the Clerks Table are (L) Rev John Terris, Officiant, Former 

Deputy Speaker and a Member of the Association and 

Kaiwhakarite, Kuru Moeahu, the Parliamentary Kaumatua, 

who gave the Karakea.  

To the left are members of the late Bruce Gregory’s family 

and (front row left) Association members who participated in 

the Service.  

Memorial Service 
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Families’ Comments 

The Association once again received warm appreciation from the families of deceased Formers Members. 

Here are some comments we received:- 

“I am very grateful to the Association for conducting this Memorial Service. It was very moving and the comments about my 

husband were very important to me and my family.” 

Widow of deceased Member 

“Yesterday was very special for our family in so many ways. A huge thank you to the team for organising such a memorable 

occasion. Everything that was said and sung during the service was meaningful and poignant and very well thought out. It was 

a fitting tribute to Members of Parliament, the work they do and the sacrifices they make.  

It was lovely for the great grandchildren and the grandchildren to see and get a feeling of what it may have been like for their 

grandfather to work in such a magnificent place. I hope they will remember the occasion.  

I love the debating chamber and in fact all of the old Parliament building, it has such character, and being there yesterday 

brought back so many memories for me. For 3 years of dad’s time as an MP, I was a student of Political Science at Victoria so 

I spent as much time as I could in that building, either in the visitors’ gallery watching the debates, eating in Bellamy’s with dad 

and his colleagues, debating issues in his office or studying in the General Assembly Library. It was an exciting experience.” 

Daughter of deceased Member 

“I had forgotten all of the portfolios and other responsibilities that my father had during his time in Parliament. It was good to 

hear them read out together with the wide range of activities he was involved with.” 

Daughter of deceased Member 

 

Members of the Vocal FX Chorus singing during the Memorial 

Service. This is the fourth occasion they have participated and 

comprise a number of barbershop quartets who have won 

national and international competitions  

Their unaccompanied singing was emotional, expressive and 

simply outstanding. At times it left few dry eyes in the House. 

Some of the families of those Former Parliamentarians being 

recognised during the Memorial Service.  
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Minister of Education Urged that Civics be Taught at Secondary Schools 

Former Members Association Past Presidents, 

Graeme Reeves and Graham Kelly were warmly 

received when they met the Minister of Education 

(Hon Chris Hipkins) to urge the new Government to 

include the teaching of civics into the secondary 

school curriculum. 
The overwhelming number of students who submitted an 

essay in the 2017 Association’s Secondary Schools Essay 

Contest wanted civics to be taught compulsory in 

schools.  

Students were writing 

about ways to increase 

young people’s 

understanding and 

participation in the 

democratic process.  

At the 29 March meeting 

with the Minister, the 

Association advocated that 

if New Zealanders wanted a healthy participatory 

democracy, those eligible to vote in elections needed to 

know how the political system worked, the importance 

of voting and voting under the MMP system.  

The specific recommendations of students, contained in 

the Judges Report on the essay contest were given to the 

Minister and officials, together with the winner’ (Sean 

Chan) and three highly commended essays. These were 

contained in the last issue of The Informer. 

“The Minister displayed an intelligent understanding of 

this issue and the importance of civic education in 

schools”, said Graeme Reeves. 

Education Officials 

Senior Ministry of Education officials at the meeting told 

us that there is nothing to stop teachers giving lessons in 

civics now, such as in school leavers being told how to 

valve being a citizen. 

Graham Kelly told the meeting that “This does not 

address the widespread need for all students to be given 

an understanding of 

how the political 

system and 

democracy operates. 

And it is too 

important to be left 

to just a few 

teachers.” 

Graeme Reeves said, 

“Encouragingly, the 

officials from the 

Ministry appeared to be generally sympathetic to the 

submission made by our delegation”.  

Continued Dialogue 

“The officials have undertaken to continue a dialogue 

with the Association and we look forward to being able 

to make a constructive contribution to further 

curriculum development on this subject”, said Graeme 

Reeves.  

Graham Kelly Graeme Reeves 

Hon Chris Hipkins 

Jacob Zuma’s Resignation 

The forced resignation in mid-February 2018 of President Jacob Zuma reminded us of how he had become South Africa’s 

leader from truly humble beginnings. 

Jacob’s policeman father died when he was a child, his mother went to Durban to work as a maid, and he was left in 

the care of relatives to herd cattle instead of going to school. He taught himself to read. 

Zuma joined the ANC in 1959 and was banished to Robben Island with Nelson Mandela. In his ten years there he did 

not receive a visitor. After his release, Zuma rose through the ANC organisation and became head of the 

intelligence section of its military arm. 

Despite such unpromising beginnings, Zuma “exuded charm and warmth”, his populism contrasting with the cool and 

remote President Thabo Mbeki, who had succeeded Mandela. In 2005 Zuma was charged with raping a family friend 

and as Deputy President with making hundreds of corrupt payments, but the charges were dropped before the 2009 

election which made him President. 

He then spent large sums on upgrading his coastal mansion and widely distributed nepotistic largesse. He was hardly 

the first politician unable to believe his luck in having access to a deep honey-pot, but it was finally too much for 

those like the admirable Cyril Ramaphosa, who succeeds him, and he had to go.  

Journal of the AFM of P of Australia,  March 2018. 
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Association members met in mid-August over morning tea 

and decided they wanted to continue these gatherings each 

year. They liked the idea of a late morning time and to meet 

in a central location. The Northern Club was ideal for this 

and Ross Robertson and Anne Batten organised this get-

together.  

An Association AGM could also be held in Auckland, 

followed by lunch, possibly once each three years. The 

Memorial Service and Governor General’s Reception are 

also held on a three year cycle. The Executive Committee 

will consider these suggestions when they next meet. 

Senior Vice President, Harry Duynhoven, chaired the 

meeting and spoke on this and international election 

monitoring by the Association and his involvement in the 

elections in Guinea Bissau, as well as our engagement in 

developing Pacific countries with meetings and advice to new 

Parliamentarians. 

Members also heard updates by Graham Kelly on the 

Association meeting with Minister of Education Chris 

Hipkins, about having civics taught in schools following 

overwhelming support from students who entered the 

Association’s 2017 Senior Secondary Schools Essay Contest. 

This was in support of encouraging youth to engage in voting 

at elections. They need a reason to do so and asked for 

more information on how the political system works. 

Ian Revell spoke about the Association’s Memorial Services 

for former members and the participation of families in this 

important event. He urged all members to make an effort to 

attend in the future. 

Guest Speaker 

Guest Speaker was Penny Hulse, Auckland City Councillor, 

former Deputy Mayor when the Super City was created and 

Environmental and Community Committee member. She 

told us that the big challenges facing Auckland included the 

future management structure of water, following the current 

government review, as well as what will be the separate and 

parallel roles affecting local (and central) government in 

particularly Auckland. 

Spending $28 billion on Auckland’s transport over the next 

10 years; the role of light rail to the airport and elsewhere; 

Auckland’s growth and the need to keep up with building 

consents in housing and commercial areas were discussed. 

This generated a lively discussion. 

Ms Hulst said new industries were springing up in Auckland, 

e.g., software in the international gaming industry. The movie 

industry was of continued importance and jobs were also 

being created in construction. 

Auckland Members Want To Meet Annually 

Former members enjoying meeting each other at morning tea. 

https://www.google.co.nz/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimages-na.ssl-images-amazon.com%2Fimages%2FI%2F71odNf1GmkL.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.co.uk%2FDeath-Expertise-Campaign-Established-Knowledge%2Fdp%2F0190469412&docid=B0jvcqbKDiNB0M&tbnid=os5
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The 2018 year has been unremarkable. 

Little in the way of new ventures has been initiated. 

Essentially it has been a business as usual year. 

Membership is down on previous years despite a 

recruiting effort from the current executive. More follow 

up will be necessary in the next financial year. 

The Informer. 

Graham Kelly continues to do a sterling job on this 

publication. He is ably assisted in this venture by Cathy 

Giddens (who we acknowledged appropriately at last 

year's annual dinner). 

Civics in Schools 

Graham Kelly and Graham Reeves met with the Minister 

of Education about this matter and it has been agreed to 

meet again. More on this as it comes to hand. 

Security in Parliament and effects on Former 

Members/Spouses. 

A request is still live for a meeting with the Speaker 

about this and any further changes in protocol which may 

impact on former member's privileges. Please remember 

that these are privileges and may be removed. 

Democracy Works. 

A meeting has been requested with the Minister of 

Foreign Affairs about election monitoring and training 

programs for Members of Parliaments in other 

jurisdictions. This was formerly something which MFAT 

requested that former member's assist in, but latterly no 

requests have been made for any involvement from our 

members in this regard. 

It is hoped to resuscitate this activity as something useful 

for former members to be involved with. 

Obituaries 

This morning we held a Memorial Service for former 

members who had passed away. I will not include the list 

again, merely acknowledge those who were able to 

attend and help with the commemorations. 

It is however appropriate to note the passing of a former 

president of the Association, Gerald O'Brien. 

Auckland Meeting 

Former Members in the North are keen to facilitate a 

meeting in Auckland of Norther based former members. 

This is planned for 17 August and more details will be 

made available. 

I acknowledge the work of Ross Robertson and Ann 

Batten for their assistance in getting this event organised 

Committee 2018 

I note by way of passing that the 

committee has only one woman 

member which seems a bit light 

in the circumstances. It is my 

hope to see more women 

elected/co-opted to the 

committee this year. 

I thank Harry Duynhoven (Vice-

President), Graham Reeves 

(Immediate Past President); and 

Graham Kelly, for their efforts 

on behalf of former members 

this year. 

And to all the other committee members thank you for 

your efforts and good humour during the year. 

Contact with Australia 

Contact has been made with the officers of the 

Australian Former Members but to date no formal 

exchanges have taken . Efforts will be made to retain this 

relationship. 

Future of the Association 

All things change and we are not immune. 

At this year's Annual Meeting only a dozen have been 

able to attend. Sixteen will be at the Annual Dinner. 

Essentially much of the welfare work of the Association is 

coming to an end as various entitlements diminish 

through attrition. 

It seems to me that the Association serves two primary 

purposes, with possibly a third depending on the 

consideration of the Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

We run an essay competition (once every three years), 

and we hold a memorial service for those of our number 

who pass away during the triennium. 

These events require the attendance of at least a number 

of us. 

It is logical for the association to schedule its formal 

business to coincide with these occasions. 

This may mean attending an evening with the Governor 

General on the evening of the announcement of the 

winner of the essay competition; and attending the 

Chamber in this Parliament to remember our former 

colleagues. 

Formal meetings to conclude the business should be 

scheduled to coincide with either or both occasions. 
(Continued on page 7) 

President's Report 

Mark Peck, Association 

President, who was re-

elected for a second 

term at the Annual 

Meeting.  
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It may be that we only need a business meeting once 

every three years to approve the financial accounts, elect 

officers and consider a program of business for the 

committee to attend to. 

It may also be that the Association may in future want to 

consider following the lead of our Northern colleagues 

and taking meetings to outlying areas as a way of making 

engagement with the association less onerous on those 

who do not reside in Wellington. 

I suggest that the incoming committee turn their mind to 

these matters and report through the Informer, soliciting 

feedback for consideration at next year's annual meeting, 

accompanied with any consequential rule changes which 

might be necessary to give effect to any changes. 

Staff 

I record my appreciation to Bessie Sutherland for all her 

assistance during the year. She has attended to the work 

generated by the committee diligently and with good 

grace. In common with organisations of this ilk, staff 

perform tasks above and beyond the call of duty and 

Bessie is no exception. She has been enormously helpful 

to me in my first term and for that I am most grateful. 

Mark Peck, President 

(Continued from page 6) 

The Annual Meeting unanimously elected Mark Peck as 

President to serve a second term. 

The new Junior Vice President is Ann Batten and Peter 

Dunne was elected to the Executive Committee. We 

would like to thank Brendon Horan for his past 

contribution as Junior Vice President. He did not stand 

again. 

Other members retained their positions. The full list of 

office holders is contained in the Association Directory 

on the back page of this issue. 

Discussion on the President’s Report (printed elsewhere 

in this issue) included the need to follow up the meeting 

the Association had with the Minister of Education (Hon 

Chris Hipkins) about our advocacy for civics to be taught 

in schools. 

This will allow students to gain an understanding about 

how elections and MMP works. The important issue for 

young people, we told the Minister, is for them to know 

“why” they should vote.  

The students asked that “civics” be taught and explain 

how political parties operate and develop policy and how 

coalition governments are formed. Essentially, it is about 

how the “system” operates. 

The meeting was reminded of the overwhelming support 

for this as a compulsory subject by students who entered 

the Association’s Secondary School Essay Contest.  

The meeting agreed to keep members subscriptions in 

2019 at the same level as this year. 

There was support for the proposed Auckland meeting 

of members scheduled for August 2018.  

Association Annual Meeting 

 Association Annual Dinner 

The Mayor of Rotorua and Former 

Parliamentarian, Hon Steve Chadwick, gave an 

entertaining and informative speech at the 

Annual Dinner of the Association.  

She talked about life after Parliament, its 

challenges and the experiences gained from 

years as an MP being put to good use in 

heading a large city council.  

We gained an insight into the transition to this 

job and methods used to achieve positive 

outcomes.  Hon Steve Chadwick 
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BREXIT – The Brits Don’t Know What to Do 

By a NZ Association Member in the UK 

I have been struggling to understand what is going 

on, but not for want of trying. More than a month 

of reading papers, browsing websites and asking 

locals what they think has not brought 

enlightenment. The only consolation is that I don't 

think they know either! 
Notwithstanding the fact that it is less than 8 months till 

Brexit day, everyone has gone on holiday. All our 

neighbours are in warmer climes, as is their custom, 

leaving us visitors to the hottest, driest summer since 

1976. 

The PM has interrupted her walking holiday in Austria to 

go to Paris, cap in hand, to seek support from President 

Macron. Odd really, because there is no greater 

supporter of further European integration than Macron. 

Worse, Macron is the leader of the pack seeking to 

exclude the U.K. from the European security grouping - 

not NATO. (Interesting to read a report that France is 

spending more on defence than Russia.) 

The Chequers solution has come and 

pretty much gone, along with Boris 

and others. I cannot fathom how it 

could ever be a runner. The UK 

seemed to think they were leaving 

the EU but could stay in the customs 

union with free access for goods and 

agri - foods.  

The European Court of Justice would still have 

jurisdiction. EU regulatory standards would still apply or 

at least their equivalent. The UK would not be able to 

enter into trade agreements with third party nations like 

us. Curious that with 80 per cent of GDP coming from 

services, the City is to be hung out to dry. The big law 

firms are coining money setting up every financial 

business in all of the other 27 EU states.  

50 Shades of Grey 

You will have heard of both hard and soft Brexit’s. There 

are about 50 shades of grey! 

What is clear is that if border inspections come following 

a 'no deal' Brexit or with inspections to ensure 

regulatory compliance, there will be chaos at the ports. 

There are 10,000 lorries a day passing through Dover 

alone. 

Plans have been revealed which will isolate large lengths 

of motorways to serve as lorry parking lots. With just in 

time delivery and EU wide integrated manufacturing, one 

could not conceive of a more certain recipe for chaos. 

Steps are being taken to stockpile medicines and critical 

parts in all sorts of industries. Every time there is public 

mention of such matters, there are cries of 'fear 

campaign' from the hard Brexit supporters. 

As to Parliament, I doubt there is a majority for anything. 

The only certainty is that no-one else wants to be PM till 

it is all over. The Labour Party have been busy fighting 

among themselves over what  'anti-semitic' means, and 

who among them are anti-semites. Separately, the party 

organisation seems to have decided that MP's are not to 

have any say in settling the manifesto. The Lib- Dems 

have simply been missing in action.  

As to Ireland - both bits- it is a pain. Since the pale and 

plantations it has been nothing but trouble for England 

(serve them right!) scarcely more so now with the 

government over a barrel with its Northern Ireland 

coalition partner and the EU digging in to make life more 

difficult as to how not to have a 'hard border' - which no-

one wants anyway for fear of the Good Friday Accords 

breaking down. 

What Will Happen? 

What will happen? I have no idea. For 

anything remotely sensible to come to 

pass all sides, on both sides of the 

Channel, will have to find a way to 

dismount their high horses and 

compromise to find a way to an 

agreement. 

With 44 percent of the UK's exports going to Europe, 

the U.K. is in a far more vulnerable position than any one 

of the other 27. Talk of trading under WTO rules after a 

'no deal' Brexit is of real interest to us.  

The EU tariff on dairy products is 35 percent. If the UK 

'crashes' out of the EU, will our quotas survive the death 

of the 1973 accession agreement. That will be front and 

centre for our government right now. 

Where are the People at?  

Polls consistently show a dramatic split between young 

and old. While there is an overall small majority to 

remain (52 to 48—the reversal of the referendum) the 

18-34 cohort are 61 percent to remain but the over 65's 

are 65 percent to leave. 

The olds have experienced the whole 45 years of the 

EEC/EU and this is their judgment on it. They are also the 

children of the people who were bombed by and fought 

the Germans and Italians and who didn't think much of 

the French. There are calls for another referendum. On 

(Continued on page 9) 



 9 

From the President 

I am really pleased to see that the Association of Former 

Members of Parliament of New Zealand is having a really 

good look at how it operates in today’s reality. 

Only a short time ago we had an annual meeting, 

preceded by the triennial memorial service, and the 

annual dinner. 

Without doubt the memorial service was a moving 

experience and it was good for the families of former 

members to participate in the esteem in which their 

forebear was being remembered.  

This was the first I had attended since retiring from 

Parliament in 2005. I would encourage all former 

members to make an effort once every three years to be 

at this event if at all possible. 

What has become evident to me over the period of my 

first term with the association is that remaining as we are 

will be the recipe for extinction of AFMPNZ.  

The annual meeting was poorly attended as was the 

dinner and it felt a real pity that the wise words of the 

Hon. Steve Chadwick (Now Mayor of Rotorua) were 

heard by so few of us. 

In essence the association exists for three distinct 

reasons. Firstly, to represent the interests of former 

members, whatever those interests may be from time to 

time; secondly to promote civics and involvement in the 

affairs of the nation among the next generation (the 

triennial essay competition contributes to this effort); and 

thirdly to be of service internationally by monitoring 

elections and offering to emerging nations (particularly in 

the pacific region) our expertise on good governance.  

If these matters are of importance it requires more than 

just the efforts of the few 

who are able to make it to 

Wellington occasionally to 

support the work. 

Therefore the decision of 

the annual meeting to move 

the association in to a more 

regional focus seems wise. 

Among us there is a wealth 

of experience and wisdom 

which only we as former 

practitioners are capable of 

imparting to those who will 

hear. 

Therefore it is encouraging 

that the first tentative steps in this direction have already 

been taken in Auckland with a meeting of twenty or 

more former members attending. The feedback from the 

event is that we should do more of this and suggestions 

were made as to how this might occur. Thank you to 

Ross Robertson and Anne Batten for organising the day 

and to Harry Duynhoven and Graham Kelly who 

attended in my stead due to my unavailability. 

The committee will now consider next steps and will 

embark on a series of such meetings and next steps. 

 

Mark Peck, President 

Mark Peck  

what, one might ask, and when?  

Phoney War  

There is a lot of ugly history in the wings as Brexit plays 

out on stage. One has a sense that the 'Phoney War' is 

nearly over and the 'Battle of Britain' is about to begin- 

when everyone gets back from their holidays. The 

language of the participants (combatants!) is starting to 

ramp up. 

It is reported that David Cameron is about to publish his 

memoirs in which he calls Michael Gove a 'lunatic.' On 

the other hand, he is back playing tennis with his fellow 

Old Etonian, Boris Johnson. Cameron is a leading 

candidate for the person most to blame by reason of his 

incompetence while leader of the Conservatives. 

Johnson, on the other hand is a leading candidate for the 

most responsible for the utterly dishonest Leave 

campaign. 

Are there any winners? 

Only one at this stage - President Putin. 

(The author wishes to remain anonymous to avoid 

unnecessary controversy) 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Could a Populist Moment Become the Populist Age? 

Authoritarians are on the rise, and electorates are 

being seduced by extremes. 

To fight back and answer its critics, liberal 

democracy must rebuild its moral foundations.  

(This is an abbreviated article by Yascha Mounk, from “The 

Observer”).  

There are long decades in which history seems too slow to 

crawl. Elections are won and lost, laws adopted and repealed, 

new stars born and legends carried to their graves. But for all 

the ordinary business of time passing, the lodestars of culture, 

society and politics remain the same. 

Then there are those short years in 

which everything changes all at once. 

Political newcomers storm the stage. 

Voters clamour for policies that were 

unthinkable until yesterday. Social 

tensions that had long simmered 

under the surface erupt into terrifying 

explosions. 

A system of government that had 

seemed immutable looks as though it 

might come apart. This is the kind of 

moment in which we now find ourselves. 

Until recently, liberal democracy reigned triumphant. For all its 

shortcomings, most citizens seemed committed to their form of 

government. The economy was growing. Radical parties were 

insignificant. Political scientists thought that democracy in places 

like France or the United States had long ago been set in stone, 

and would change little in the years to come. Politically 

speaking, it seemed, the future would not be much different 

from the past. 

Disillusioned with Politics  
Then the future came – and turned out to be very different 

indeed. Citizens have long been disillusioned with politics; now, 

they have grown restless, angry, even disdainful. Party systems 

have long seemed frozen; now, authoritarian populists are on 

the rise, from America to Europe, and from Asia to Australia. 

Voters have long disliked particular parties, politicians or 

governments; now, many of them have become fed up with 

liberal democracy itself.  

Donald Trump’s election to the White House has been the 

most striking manifestation of democracy’s crisis. But it is hardly 

an isolated incident. In Russia and Turkey, elected strongmen 

have succeeded in turning fledgling democracies into electoral 

dictatorships. In Poland and Hungary, populist leaders are using 

that same playbook to destroy the free media, to undermine 

independent institutions and to muzzle the opposition.  

More countries may soon follow. In Austria, a far-right 

candidate nearly won the country’s presidency. In France, a 

rapidly changing political landscape is providing new openings 

for both the far left and the far right. In Spain and Greece, 

established party systems are disintegrating with breath-taking 

speed. Even in the supposedly stable and tolerant democracies 

of Sweden, Germany and the Netherlands, extremists are 

celebrating unprecedented successes. 

Populist 
There can no longer be any doubt that we are going through a 

populist moment. The question is whether this populist 

moment will turn into a populist age – and cast the very survival 

of liberal democracy in doubt.  

When democracy is stable, it is in good part because all major 

political actors are willing to adhere to the basic rules of the 

democratic game most of the time. Some of these rules are 

formal. 

A president or prime minister allows the 

judiciary to investigate wrongdoing by 

members of his government instead of 

firing the prosecutor. He puts up with 

critical coverage in the press instead of 

shutting down newspapers or 

persecuting journalists. When he loses 

an election, he leaves office peacefully 

instead of clinging to power. 

Politicians with a real stake in the system may think of politics 

as a contact sport in which all participants are hustling to gain 

an advantage over their adversaries. But they are also keenly 

aware that there needs to be some limits on the pursuit of their 

partisan interests; that winning an important election or passing 

an urgent law is less important than preserving the system; and 

that democratic politics must never degenerate into all-out war.  

Enemy or Adversary 
“For democracies to work,” Michael Ignatieff, the political 

theorist and former leader of the Liberal Party of Canada, 

wrote a few years ago, “politicians need to respect the 

difference between an enemy and an adversary. An adversary is 

someone you want to defeat. An enemy is someone you have 

to destroy.” 

In the US, and in many other countries, that is no longer how 

democratic politics works. As Ignatieff sees it, we are 

increasingly “seeing what happens when a politics of enemies 

supplants a politics of adversaries”. And the new crop of 

populists who have stormed the political stage over the past 

decades shoulder a lot of the blame for this.  

The reason why populists and political newcomers are so willing 

to challenge basic democratic norms is in part tactical: 

whenever populists break such norms, they attract the univocal 

condemnation of the political establishment. And this of course 

proves that, as advertised, the populists really do represent a 

clean break from the status quo. There is thus something 

performative about populists’ tendency to break democratic 

norms: while their most provocative statements are often 

considered gaffes is a big part of their appeal. But their 

(Continued on page 11) 
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recklessness is not less dangerous for all of that. 

Once some members of the political system are willing to break 

the rules, others have a big incentive to follow suit. And that, 

increasingly, is what they do. While some of the most 

spectacular attacks on basic democratic norms have come from 

political newcomers, the representatives of old, established 

parties have also become increasingly willing to undermine the 

basic rules of the game.  

They are also more open to authoritative alternatives: two 

decades ago, for example, 25% of Britons said that they liked 

the ideas of “a strongman ruler who does not have to bother 

with parliament and elections”; today, 50% of them do. And 

these attitudes are increasingly reflected in our politics: from 

Britain to the US, and from Germany to Hungary, respect for 

democratic rules and norms has precipitously declined. No 

longer the only game in town, democracy is now 

deconsolidating.  

That conclusion, I know, is hard to swallow. We like to thank of 

the world as getting better over time, and of liberal democracy 

as deepening its roots with every passing year. That is perhaps 

why, of all my claims, the one that has elicited the most 

scepticism is the idea that young people have been especially 

critical of democracy.  

One possible explanation for why a lot of young people are 

disenchanted with democracy is that they have little conception 

of what it would mean to live in a different political system. 

People born in the 1930s and 40s experienced the threat of 

fascism as children or were raised by people who actively 

fought it. They spend their formative years during the cold war, 

when fears of Soviet expansionism drove the reality of 

communism home to them.  

When they are asked whether it is important to 

them to live in a democracy, they have some 

sense of what the alternative might mean.  

Political Experimentation 
The very fact that young people have little idea of 

what it would mean to live in a system other than their own 

may make them willing to engage in political experimentation.  

But an exclusive focus on today’s injustices is no more 

intellectually honest than an unthinking exhortation of the 

greatness of western civilisation. To be true to its own ideals, 

civic education thus needs to feature both the real injustices 

and the great achievements of liberal democracy – and strive to 

make students as determined to rectify the former as they are 

to defend the latter. 

One integral part of this education should be an account of the 

reasons why the principles of liberal democracy retain a special 

appeal. Teachers and professors should spend much more time 

pointing out that ideological alternatives to liberal democracy, 

from fascism to communism, and from autocracy to theocracy, 

remain as repellent today as they have been in the past.  

As I argue in my book, The People vs Democracy, we will only 

be able to contain the rise of populism if we ensure that the 

political system overcomes the very real shortcomings that have 

fuelled it. Ordinary people have long felt that politicians don’t 

listen to them when they make their decisions. 

They are sceptical for a reason: the rich and powerful really 

have had a worrying degree of influence over public policy for a 

very long time. The revolving door between lobbyists and 

legislators, the outsized role of private money in campaign 

finance, and the tight links between politics and industry really 

have undermined the degree to which the popular will steers 

public policy.  

All of this has had a large impact on the government’s ability to 

deliver for ordinary people. The living standards of ordinary 

people have, in many North American and Western European 

countries, been stagnating for decades. And the growing 

frustration about a lack of material progress has, in turn, helped 

to find a massive cultural backlash against the ideals of an equal 

multi-ethnic society. 

Substantial Reform 
These shortcomings can only be addressed through substantial 

reform. Institutions need to curb the influence of money on 

politics and find new ways to allow citizens to have a say.  

Politicians need to recover the will and imagination to ensure 

that the fruits of globalisation and free trade are distributed 

much more equally. And citizens – which is to say all of us – 

need to work even harder to build an inclusive patriotism that 

protects vulnerable minorities against 

discrimination while emphasising what unites 

rather than what divides us.  

But the project of saving liberal democracy also 

calls for something more high-minded. Populists 

have only been able to celebrate each astounding 

successes because the moral foundations of our system are far 

more brittle than we realised. And as anybody who seeks to 

make a contribution to revitalising democracy must first help to 

rebuild it on a more stable ideological footing.  

Yascha Mounk is a lecturer on government at Harvard and 

the author of “The People vs. Democracy - Why Our Freedom 

is in Danger and How to Save It”.  

(Continued from page 10) 
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Overseas Parliamentary News 

Australia 

Four Australian MPs and a Senator 

Disqualified Because of Dual Citizenship 

A senator who had applied to 

renounced her UK citizenship before 

she was nominated as a candidate for 

the 2016 general election, but whose 

renunciation was not registered until 

two weeks after she was elected, was 

found by the High Court to have 

been a citizen of a foreign power and 

therefore incapable of being chosen 

or of sitting as a senator. 

The senator argued that this was 

beyond her control. However the 

Court said that British law did not 

irremediably prevent her from 

participating and the procedure for 

renunciation was not onerous. It was 

a matter of timing. 

Following the Court’s decision 

another four MPs announced their 

resignations from Parliament.  

As a result of the High Court 

decision clarifying the law, the Joint 

Standing Committee on Electoral 

Matters said that section 44 of the 

Act was increasingly a barrier to 

political participation for large 

sections of the Australian community. 

The Committee recommended that 

section 44 be amended to allow for it 

to be updated to reflect 

contemporary community 

expectations and standards. 

They acknowledged that the outcome 

of a referendum, to change the 

constitution, would be uncertain. 

Consequently it recommended the 

adoption of strategies to mitigate the 

section’s affect. 

The government has responded that 

it is not inclined to pursue a 

referendum at this time, but is taking 

active steps to minimise the risk of a 

recurrence of the eligibility issues that 

have arisen in the current Parliament. 

France 

Payments for Former Members funeral 

expenses capped 

Changes have been made to the 

amount paid to cover the cost of the 

funeral expenses of Members or 

Former Members, their spouses and 

children. The payments are made 

from the National Assembly’s social 

security fund, to which all members 

must contribute. 

Previously the amount paid could 

equal up to three months of a 

Former Member’s pension, 

irrespective of the actual cost of the 

funeral. The total cost of payments 

made in 2017 was Euro 573,000 

(NZ$961,000), with the average 

payment being Euro 7,339 

(NZ$12,000). 

From now on payments will cover 

actual funeral expenses up to a ceiling 

fixed at Euro 2,350 (NZ$3,950). 

Under the new rules, the total 

amount paid in 2017 would have been 

Euro 191,276 (NZ$321,000). 

United Kingdom 

House of Commons decides in favour of 

proxy voting for members on baby leave  

The House of Commons resolved 

that it would be to the benefit of the 

functioning of parliamentary 

democracy that members who have 

had a baby or adopted a child should 

for a period of time be entitled, but 

not required, to vote by proxy. 

Speaking in the debate on the 

resolution, the Leader of the House 

noted that giving members the right 

to baby leave raises a number of 

potential questions. These include 

that the introduction of baby leave 

might lead to suggestions that MPs 

should be treated as employees. 

As well, MPs are elected by their 

constituencies as individuals, and the 

appointment of a proxy voter could 

be perceived as a reduction of 

personal accountability. Any changes 

would need to ensure that personal 

accountability is maintained. The 

Procedure Committee is examining 

how to implement the House’s 

decision.  

Behaviour code for Parliament to be 

established 

Recommendations by a cross-party 

working group to establish a 

Behaviour Code for Parliament 

covering bullying, harassment and 

sexual harassment, and an 

independent complaints and grievance 

scheme to underpin the Code were 

endorsed by the House of Commons. 

The Code will apply to everyone 

working for or with Parliament or 

who is lawfully on the parliamentary 

estate. 

Procedure to deal with reports of 

sexual harassment will include the 

provision of a specialist independent 

Sexual Violence Advocate. There will 

be training to support the Code and a 

human resources support service, 

delivered by a third-party provider, 

for staff employed by members or 

jointly by political parties, and a 

handbook for these staff.  

Special Anniversaries 2018 

* 175th Wairau incident—June 1843 * 150th Election of first Maori MPs—April 1868 

* 125th Women’s suffrage—Sept 1893 * 100th Influenza pandemic, 8,600 New Zealanders died—Oct-Dec 1918 

* 50th Waihine disaster—April 1968 * 50th of Inangahua earthquake—May 1968 

* 25th Binding MMP referendum—Nov 1993 
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Book Review 

The Death of Expertise  

by Tom Nichols, 2017, 252 pages 

In the introduction to this book, sub-titled “The 

campaign against established knowledge and why it 

matters”, the author declares that the US has become 

“obsessed with the worship of its own ignorance”. 

But it’s not only the US, as Michael Gove demonstrated 

at the time of the Brexit referendum. A lot of people in 

Western democracies are assuming experts are wrong 

simply by virtue of being experts. Worse, Nichols 

argues that we may be watching the death of the idea of 

expertise itself. 

The Internet is part of the reason, but the warning was 

sounded by Alexis de Tocqueville in his account of the 

US in 1835: “Each American appeals only to his own 

understanding” and tends to be distrustful of all else. 

Hence the increasing rejection of vaccination, 

pasteurisation and the like, and the belief that anybody 

can be an expert if they do their own “research”. 

But facts accessible on Google are not analysis, nor a 

short cut to erudition. Indeed it could be argued that 

information overload often works to kill general 

curiosity.  

Social media are also a source of false information and a 

forum to confirm views, not challenge or modify them.  

Internet Mired Millions 

Nicols writes that the Internet has politically and 

intellectually mired millions of Americans in their own 

views, yet Facebook and Twitter have become the 

primary news source for many. 

Even when people turn to traditional media they are 

more likely to be told what they might like rather than 

what they need to know. The expert – functional in 

short, time-slotted news broadcasts – becomes lost, 

then goes missing in hours of glamorous infotainment. 

Seeking to remain relevant, radio found a new 

interactive role with thee shock jocks. Rush Limbaugh 

set himself up as a source of truth in the late 1980s and 

by 2011 was referring to “the four corners of deceit”: 

government, academia, science and media competitors. 

Only four out of ten Americans say they trust the 

media; not entirely undeserved. Satirical political 

programs are often regarded as news sources. 

Absence of Professional Training  

With an increasing absence of professional training in 

media organisations, transmission of knowledge can 

become secondary. Stories abound, here as in the US, of 

lecturers being advised to ensure that not too many 

students fail. 

In the adult world such graduates risk developing “a 

toxic combination of insecurity and arrogance”. Nichols 

rightly despairs that further education could be an 

antidote to much of this. 

He is particularly concerned that students increasingly 

think of themselves as “the educated peers of the most 

accomplished scholars and experts”. 

Onrush of Ignorance 

The onrush of 

ignorance is alarming. 

Universities are ceasing 

to function as places 

where ideas are 

examined and 

contested: a respect for 

feelings has become 

more important than 

rational debate. The 

distinction between 

knowledge and feeling is 

being lost among people 

who may be our future 

leaders. 

Nichols considers bad enough the withdrawal into a self-

centred world made possible by technology, together 

with the decline in civic responsibility, which suggests a 

lapse into an elitist technocracy. But the widespread 

assumption that one opinion is as good as another 

suggests an increasing tendency to mob rule. Neither is 

pretty.  

By Jim Davidson 

(Acknowledgement to the “Federal Gallery”, Journal of the 

Association of Former Members of Parliament of Australia).  
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How to Apply for a Security ID Card—Former MP’s and Spouses 

Former Members and their spouses can apply for a Security Photo ID Card to gain access to the 

Parliamentary Complex  

• by obtaining a form from the Speakers Office and  

• lodging the completed form  

at the Security Administration Office, first floor, Old Parliament Building, (Room 1.003) opposite the 

entrance to the Government Whips Office. 

Spouses need to advise, if asked, that they “visit Parliament regularly”. It is not defined what regularly 
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spouses should immediately contact the Association, see above. 
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